WARRINGTON TOWNSHIP, YORK COUNTY
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-15

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF
WARRINGTON TOWNSHIP, YORK COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
SETTING FORTH SPECIFIC FINDINGS OF SUBSTANTIVE
INVALIDITY OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE PURSUANT TO SECTION
609.2 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUNICIPALITIES PLANNING CODE

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Warrington Township adopted Resolution
2026-09 at its May 13, 2026, regular meeting; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of said Resolution was to ratify a March 11, 2026, Motion
which served to administratively pause applications for certain land uses relating to Data
Centers, while the Township was amending its current Zoning Ordinance to ensure
comprehensive standards specifically tailored to said uses; and

WHEREAS, this authority is granted by Section 609.2 of the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code (“MPC”), which permits Townships to declare a Zoning
Ordinance as substantively invalid as it initiates the curative amendment process; and

WHEREAS, a condition of said Section is that a subsequent Resolution be passed within
thirty (30) days of adoption of the declaratory Resolution, containing specific findings related to
the declared invalidity; and

WHEREAS, despite in Resolution 2026-09 setting forth specific deficiencies, the Board
desires to ensure statutory compliance in order to utilize the protections afforded by Section
609.2 of the MPC in order to conduct a deliberate and legally defensible review and amendment
of its Ordinance by setting forth such findings in accordance with the MPC.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of Warrington
Township as follows:

1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth.

2. Data Centers, together with on-site and off-site energy distribution, on-site and off-site
energy generation facilities (including generators) and the variety of other improvements
associated with the foregoing (“Data Center Uses”), can raise unique, wide-ranging
impacts on the public health, safety, welfare, which compel appropriate land use planning
by the Township within the scope of its authority under the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code and the Second Class Township Code.



10.

Such impacts are driven by the nature of the use, the size of such facilities and systems,
and their potential external impacts.

The Township acknowledges its obligation under current law to provide for all legitimate
land uses within its Zoning Ordinance, inclusive of Data Center Uses, while balancing
the impacts of the same on the community.

The Township Zoning Ordinance does not explicitly define or regulate Data Center Uses
and other Data Center Related Uses.

The Township Zoning Ordinance does not provide specific standards for the
consideration of Data Center Uses a principal use on a property throughout the Districts
and areas of the Township.

While the Zoning Ordinance provides for various uses in its Zoning Districts, by right,
special exception, and conditional use, the Board declares that such a the lack of
standards or mentioning of Data Center Uses, does not adequately satisfy the Township’s
obligation to provide appropriate regulation for Data Center Uses in a manner so as to
guide landowners and the community at large on appropriate, objective criteria under
which Data Center Uses must be reviewed.

Inter alia, the provisions in the Township Zoning Ordinance pertaining to noise, noise
frequency, decibel levels, vibration, glare, heat, storage and waste disposal, and other
environmental factors do not wholly or adequately address the potential impacts of the
various levels and impacts of noise, noise frequency, decibel levels, vibration, glare, heat,
storage and waste disposal, and other environmental factors that may emanate from Data
Center Uses.

The Township concludes that the imposition of such provisions and objective criteria is
necessary for the Township to establish appropriate, lawful and consistent standards
which Data Center Uses may be considered.

The Board of Supervisors therefore renews its discretion and authorization to the
Warrington Township Planning Commission, Zoning Officer, Township Manager,
Township Solicitor, and Township Engineer to prepare a curative amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance proposing to cure the declared invalidities. With the participation of
such other consultants as the Township may provide, the curative amendment shall be
presented to the Board of Supervisors within the time frame provided by law.



11. If any section, clause, or provision of this Resolution is declared invalid by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining
provisions of this Resolution.

12. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

DULY PRESENTED AND ADOPTED, by the Board of Supervisors of Warrington
Township, York County, Pennsylvania, at a public meeting on the 10 day of June, 2026

WARRINGTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS

By:

Kenneth Sechrist, Chairman

ATTEST:

Stacy Wiseman Zorbaugh, Secretary



