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No. 20 factory in York County: ‘Wells Whips wear well” -

“Wells Whips Wear Well”
was the tongue-twister mar-
keting siogan of the Wells
Whip Company of Wellsville.

As noted within a 1937
aerial photo, the Whip
Factory(s) was originally
along Main Street, until a
fire destroyed the building,
at that location for a second
time, during 1901.

A new main factory was
immediately built of na-
tive fieldstone along what
is now Community Street.

The building was two sto-
ries high, with a dimension

of 262 x 40 feet. On the west *

side were three wings; these
are not seen in the factory
photo, however can be seen
in the 1937 aerial photo. The
two end wings were 60 x 40
feet and the center wing was
50 x 30 feet.

In my post Late 1800s
Factory Inspection Reports
Assist in Identification of an
East Prospect Photo I wrote
about finding these reports

in the State Library of Penn-
sylvania.

For this series on the Tep
50 York County Factories at
the end of 19th Century, ’'m
using data from the 10th Re-
port of the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Factory Inspec-
tion.

The 10th Factory Inspec-
tion Report is for the De-
partment’s year ending Oc-
tober 3lst 1899. I ranked the
479 York County factories by
numbers of empioyees; #50
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has 47 employees, on up to
#1 with 510 employees.

At #20 is Wells Whip.
The report notes that on
June 6th 1899 it had 100 em-
ployees: 80 male and 20 fe-
mate. Of these 100 employ-
ees, 3} employees were un-
der 2}-years-old; of which 6

males and 4 females were be- |

tween 13 and 16-years-old.
The goods manufactured
were recorded as “Whips.”
In 1900, the company was
producing about 8,600 whips
per day with 100 employees.
In 1920, Wells Whip Company
employed 30 workers, making
about 500 whips per day in ad-
dition to harness items.
Trade publications men-
tion the company into the
late 1930s. As seen in a 2014
Bing.com aerial photo, the
Wells Whip Company Fac-
tory has since been demol-
ished, to make way for an-
other establishment at that
site along Cemmunity Street.
— Stephen H. Smith,
www.yorkblog.com/yorkspast
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Above are photos of Wells Whip Co. with factory locations
pinpointed in Wellsville, from circa 1905, 1937 and 2014,




