








A STONE FARM HOUSE

"Thirtv-seven years rolled by; our country had prospered, but• 1 d thethere was a clash of arms again between my own peop e an 
mother country. In 18'14 I saw 8,000 soldiers belonging to the
militia ranks of Pennsylvania assemble at York, to prepare t� 1'.1eet

a foreign foe who ilad already destroyed the government bmldmgs 

at Washington. The British army, under General Ross, was march­
ino- in triumph toward Baltimore . These soldiers had been ordered
to"' York bv authority of the Governor of Pennsylvania and the 

President �f the United States. Fortunately the British were , de­
defeated at Baltimore and were driven back to their ships. �he
second war with England had resulted in favor of the Unite_d
States and the citizen soldiers returned to their farms and their 

homes. 
"Forty-nine years of peace and prosperity followed. Our coun­

try gre� and our population increased to 35,000,000. The s�r­
rounding country had been changed from wooded fores\s to _fertile
fields of waving grain and golden corn. The valleys smiled m v_er­
nal beauty and the hillsides teemed with a busy people. My J OY
was unbounded and I thought that peace had come to stay. But a
storm had been brewing between the different sections of the coun-
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try, and during the summer of 1863 I saw 80,000 men wearing the
gray cross the mountains to the southwest, entering this valley �f­
peace and plenty with hostile intent. A distance southward, mov­
ing with determniation, was an army of soldiers in blue, carrying
the banner of our country, the emblem of its destiny. On the level
plain down yonder, nearly 10,000 of these men rested for the
night, then moved in triumph to York and attempted to cross the
Susquehanna. A day or two later I heard a rattle of musketry and
a booming of cannon, such as never before had been equalled in
this country or in the history of the civilized world. This was a •
family quarrel, but it involved the preservation of the Union
which had been created by the patriots of 1776, when a new nation
was brought forth on this continent. The world looked on in won­
der. Victory came to the Union arms on the fields around Gettys­
burg. This great battle did not end the war, but ft saved the
Union from dismemberment. Nearly half a century has passed
since these stirring events occurred. An unrivalled era of prosper­
ity has followed. Our country is now at peace. About 90,000,000 
people now live and prosper in this government of ours, the great­
est and most powerful in the galaxy of nations. This is the end of
my story."

Then we retraced our .steps down the mountainside as the gold­
en orb of day was setting behind the western hills, the canopy
above was clothed in roseate hues, the valleys below and all around
were bathed in liquid light, the trees were covered with the
changing foliage of autumnal tints and all nature smiled in ra­
diant beuaty.

The summit of Round Top which covers an area of several
acres was purchased in 1904 by William Hunter Barrett and
Thomas Leonard Hoover.

Flat Mountain is a wooded peak a short distance northwest
from Round Top. The timberland has recently been cut down for
railroad ties and other purposes.

Nell's Hill, a short distance away, took its name from one of
its owners, nearly a century ago. The base of this hill was in­
fested with rattlesnakes. Part of it was covered with a dense
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h f h• k and wh1"te oak, much of which has recently
growt o 1c ory 

been cut down. 

VILLAGES 

·william Ross owned a large tract of land and conducted the

tanning business a,s Rossville as early as 1800. A hotel was started

near the Ross homestead about 1812, and was kept for many years 

by Alexander Underwood. This hotel was a prominent stopping

place for travelers between York and Carlisle. Samuel Smith, as

early as 1812, began the mercantile business here, and became the 

first postmaster in 1815. It was then that Rossville received its

name, in honor of William Ross, one of the leading citizens of

Warrington. Michael Wollet became postmaster in 1830. W. L.

Gardner conducted the mercantile business here, and was succeed­

ed in 1884 by George Smith. Both these merchants served as post-

master. 

A. H. Hamme, S. L. Seigert and A. E. Spangler have been suc-

cessive owners of the general store. A. B. Elicker engaged in the

manufacture of carriages at Rossville for many years. His son,

Charles G. Elicker, and William J. McClellan, under the firm

name of McClellan & Elicker, have carried on an extensive busi­

ness in this line during the past twenty-five years. They sell a

8 

large number of buggies which are made in the west, and also 
carry on the undertaking business. 

Alpine, in the northwestern section of Warrington, is situated 
on an elevated spot midway in a direct line between Harrisburg 

and York. It is thirteen miles from either city and is surrounded 
,by a romantic region. Joseph U-pdegraf began the store business 
at this place about 1840. He was succeeded by Eli Fissel, G. Dar­
rone, Isaac vValker, William Ramsey, vV,. W. Ramsey and Martin 

Laird. For many years the place was known as Ramsey's store, 
which was well patronized by the people in this region of War­
rington. In 1876, when the postoffice was established, this elevated 
spot, with its pictureque surroundings, was given the name of Al­
pine, by which this village has since been known. 

Maytown is a collction of houses in the extreme northeastern 
section of vVarrington Township, near the Newberry Township 
line. A family by the name of May were the original settlers in 
this region. During the early history of the United Brethern 
Church in Christ, religious services were held in private houses, 
and in the adjoining school building. As a result of these meet­

ings in 1871, this demonination erected a house of worship and a 
congregation was organized. 

Mount Top, an elevated point, located in the extreme western 
part of the township, near the border of Vv ashington, is a blll.Si­
ness center for the surrounding country. In the year 1849, Jacob 
Gensler began storekeeping, which he continued for several years, 

and then moved to the state of Michigan. He was succeeded by 
Michael Shafer, J. Myers and Hezekiah Lau. In 1861, while J. 

C. Bower was conducting a store here, he applied for and secured
a postoffice. It was then that the locality received the name of
"Mount Top." In 1864, Michael Anthony became the postmaster
and proprietor of the store. He was succeeded by his son, C. C.
Anthony.

WARRINGTON MEETING HOUSE 

A short distance west of Wellsville, near the center of War­
rington Townshrp, stands the Friends' Meeting House, one of the 

landmarks of York County. The earliest Quakers settled in the 
township in 1735. For the first few years, they worshipped with 
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