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INTRODUCTION

HIS HISTORY of Warrington Township was taken
from George R. Prowell’s History of York County, Vol-
ume 1, J. H. Beers & Company, Chicago, 1907.

It is published with the intention of creating further interest in
our community; its simple, historic past, its vibrant present, and
its enthusiastic future. There are simple landmarks to be pre-
served and gaps in our colorful history to be recorded. Also, this
is the time to reflect on the present mood and anticipate the future

course of our local community.

/ith the advent of modern transportation, the creation of the
Gifford Pinchot State Park, the population explosion, coupled
with urban sprawl, there is need to look at our community and de-
cide what should be preserved, what should be recorded, and what
we would like our rural countryside to look like in the future.

Acknowledgment is given to Mr. Nisse Pettersson for his pen-
and-ink drawings, and to Mr. Henry Crone for his assistance in
the preparation of this booklet. ‘

Donald E. Snelbaker
Wellsville RD1, Pennsylvania
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R e ae n e

HE EARLIEST SETTLEMENTS in the region, now

embraced in Warrington Township, were made in the
) year 1785, and the township was laid out by the author-
ity of the courts of Lancaster County, in 1744. Newberry Town-
ship, to which this region at first belonged, had been erected in
1742, and Manchester, the same year. All of these townships, in-
cluding Hellam, and two or three others, had been erected before
York County was separted from Lancaster in 1749. Some of the
early Quakers who settled north of the Conowago Creek, came
from Warrington, a township along the Mersey River of Lanca-
shire, England. Many actions between the royal and parliamen-
tary forces took place on its soil, during the civil wars of England.
The Quakers who came to Bucks County during its first settlement
organized a township by the name of Warrington in that country.

Thomas Cookson, deputy surveyor for the county of Lancaster,
assisted by William Richardson, made a survey of Warrington
Township, which was afterward approved by the ILancaster
Courts in 1744. The original shape of this township was that of
an jrregular pentagon, extending northeast and southwest, and
included the present township of Washington, and a small por-
tion of what is now Adams County, with the Conowago Creek as
its southeastern boundary, Newberry to the east and Monaghan
to the north.

The names of many of the first settlers of this and adjoining
townships of York County will be found in an article on “The
Friends or Quakers.”

Previous to 1770, a small section of Warrington extended south
of the Conewago and gave rise to disputes and inconvenience. The
Conowago and Bermudian formed the dividing line between the
early settlements of the Quakers and the Germans; consequently
a petition dated April 24, 1770, asked the court to establish a
definite boundary, conceding the “little corner” to Dover Town-
ship. The names of the petitioners were Peter Cook, William Grif-
fith, William Gerretson, William Penrose, William Thomas, Robert
Nelson, Jacob Williams, Samual Cook, Thomas Atherton, William
McClellan, Thomas FEdmundson, Robert McMullin, Thomas
Leach, Henry Atherton, Robert Thompson, Richard Ross, Nathan
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THE HARMAN PLACE

Philips, John Clarke, Robert Madson, Joseph Bentz, Willifmm Un-
derwood, William Gardner and Samuel Nelson. The petition was
granted. The small tract mentioned is situated a short distance
below the “stone bridge;” on the road leading from Dover to Ross-
ville. Tt included only a few farms at the bend of the stream.

Warrington was reduced in its limits in 1808, by the formation
of Washington out of the southwestern end of it, and as at pres-
ent formed, has for its morthern boundary the townships of Car-
roll, Monaghan and a portion of Fairview, with Newberry to the
east, Dover to the South and Washington to the west. The surface
is undulating and portions of it mountainous. There is a {'grea}t
variety of soil, some of which is very fertile. The township is
drained by the Conowago and its branches. The general slope of
the land is southward.

The township of Warrington in 1783, including Washington,
had 178 houses, 11 mills, and contained a population of 1,170.

In 1820 the population of Warrington was 1,274; in 1830 it
was 1,229; in 1840, 1,340; in 1850, 1,570 in 1860, 1,681; in 1870,
1,796; in 1880, 1,825; in 1890, 1,830; in 1900, 1,660.

The decrease in population from 1890 to 1900 was owing to the
incorporation of Wellsville into a borough.
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ROUND TOP

Round Top, the highest point in York County, is in the extreme

niorthern part of Warrington, and it gave us the following story
of its history.

“Away back in the dim mists of the past, I was born, and be-
ing proud of my birth I tossed my crest heavenward, 1,110 feet
above sea and 600 feet above the plains surrounding me. Such was
my origin. I came into existence as the result of a mighty convul-
sion of nature, and old mother earth shook from center to circum-
ference. This occurred before the wooded forests, the fowls in the
air, the beasts of the field, the untutored red man, or the adven-
turous Quaker settlers were present to witness the thrilling scene.
For thousands and tens of thousands of years I have been a silent
monitor, guarding the destiny of the surrounding country.

“First to my fold came the birds and the beasts, and then a
copper-colored people who built their wigwams around my rocky
base. Centuries passed, and to my summit in 1735 came a few
white settlers from the east to gaze on the wooded plains below
me, and select places for their future homes. The red man was
still there, and for a time the scattered few of both races lived in
harmony. The Indian existed by hunting and fishing, and the white
man by felling trees, clearing the land and tilling the soil. There
was a clash of arms between the red man and his neighbor, and in

1755, Benjamin Franklin with four noted men met the chiefs of

different Indian tribes over to the north, within my field of vision,
to make a treaty of peace, but soon our own people passed by my
side armed for a conflict with the tawny race. Twenty-one years
passed by and my neighbors determined to govern themselves.
They no longer wished to pay tribute to the British crown, and
declared themselves to be free and independent. One year later
and the noblest patriots the world has ever seen, came on horse-
back toward the town of York to make it the capital of the United

‘States, and escape the imminent perils of an invading foreign

foe. I gazed on them with intense interest, and welcomed them
to my dominions, within which they remained for nine months.
The Fates were porpitious, victory had been won by the American
armies and these patriots returned to Philadelphia.



A STONE FARM HOUSE

“Thirty-seven years rolled by; our country had prospered, but
there Wa; a clash of arms again between my own peop.le and the
mother country. In 1814 I saw 8,000 soldiers belonging to the
militia ranks of Pennsylvania assemble at York, to prepare tf) rfleet
a foreign foe who fad already destroyed the government bmldmlg)S_
at Washington. The British army, under Genéral Ross, was marc .
ing in triumph toward Baltimore. These soldiers had be_en orderi1
to York by authority of the Governor of Pennsyh'ra'ma and the
President of the United States. Fortunately the Bl‘lf’,lsh &.vere'de-
defeated at Baltimore and were driven back to their ships. Fhe
second war with England had resulted in favor of the Umte'd
States and the citizen soldiers returned to their farms and their

homes.

“Forty-nine years of peace and prosperity followed. Our coun:
try grew and our population increased to $5,000,000. Thi- s;nl‘
rounding country had been changed from wooded forest.s to- erti <i
fields of waving grain and golden corn. The valleys smiled in g2
pal beauty and the hillsides teemed with a busy people. My joy
was unbounded and I thought that peace had come to stay. But a
storm had been brewing between the different sections of the coun-
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try, and during the summer of 1863 I saw 80,000 men wearing the
gray cross the mountains to the southwest, entering this valley of-
peace and plenty with hostile intent. A distance southward, mov-
ing with determniation, was an army of soldiers in blue, carrying
the banner of our country, the emblem of its destiny. On the level
plain down yonder, nearly 16,000 of these men rested for the
night, then moved in triumph to York and attempted to cross the
Susquehanna. A day or two later I heard a rattle of musketry and
a booming of cannon, such as never before had been equalled in
this country or in the history of the civilized world. This was a
family quarrel, but it involved the preservation of the Union
which had been created by the patriots of 1776, when a new nation
was brought forth on this continent. The world looked on in won-
der. Victory came to the Union arms on the fields around Gettys-
burg. This great battle did not end the war, but it saved the
Union from dismemberment. Nearly half a century has passed
since these stirring events occurred. An unrivalled era of prosper-
ity has followed. Our country is now at peace. About 90,000,000
people now live and prosper in this government of ours, the great-

est and most powerful in the galaxy of nations. This is the end of
my story.”

Then we retraced our steps down the mountainside as the gold-
en orb of day was setting behind the western hills, the canopy
above was clothed in roseate hues, the valleys below and all around
were bathed in liquid light, the trees were covered with the

changing foliage of autumnal tints and all nature smiled in ra-
diant beuaty.

The summit of Round Top which covers an area of several

acres was purchased in 1904 by William Hunter Barrett and
Thomas Leonard Hoover.

Flat Mountain is a wooded peak a short distance northwest

from Round Top. The timberland has recently been cut down for
railroad ties and other purposes.

Nell’s Hill, a short distance away, took its name from one of
its owners, nearly a century ago. The base of this hill was in-
fested with rattlesnakes. Part of it was covered with a dense
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THE MAYTOWN CHURCH

growth of hickory and white oak, much of which has recently
been cut down.

_ VILLAGES

William Ross owned a large tract of land and conducted the
tanning business as Rossville as early as 1800. A hotel was started
near the Ross homestead about 1812, and was kept for many years
by Alexander Underwood. This hotel was a prominent stopping
place for travelers between York and Carlisle. Samuel Smith, as
early as 1812, began the mercantile business here, and became t'he
first postmaster in 1815. It was then that Rossville received its
name, in honor of William Ross, one of the leading citizens of
Warrington. Michael Wollet became postmaster in 1830. W. L.
Gardner conducted the mercantile business here, and was succeed-
ed in 1884 by George Smith. Both these merchants served as post-
master.

A. H. Hamme, S. L. Seigert and A. E. Spangler have been suc-
cessive owners of the general store. A. B. Elicker engaged in the
manufacture of carriages at Rossville for many years. His son,
Charles G. Elicker, and William J. McClellan, under the firm
name of McClellan & Elicker, have carried on an extensive busi-
ness in this line during the past twenty-five years. They sell a
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large number of buggies which are made in the west, and also
carry on the undertaking business.

Alpine, in the northwestern section of Warrington, is situated
on an elevated spot midway in a direct line between Harrisburg
and York. It is thirteen miles from either city and is surrounded
by a romantic region. Joseph Updegraf began the store business
at this place about 1840. He was succeeded by Eli I'issel, G. Dar-
rone, Isaac Walker, William Ramsey, W. W. Ramsey and Martin
Laird. For many years the place was known as Ramsey’s store,
which was well patronized by the people in this region of War-
rington. In 1876, when the postotfice was established, this elevated
spot, with its pictureque surroundings, was given the name of Al-
pine, by which this village has since been known.

Maytown is a collction of houses in the extreme northeastern
section of Warrington Township, near the Newberry Township
line. A family by the name of May were the original settlers in
this region. During the early history of the United Brethern
Church in Christ, religious services were held in private houses,
and in the adjoining school building. As a result of these meet-
ings in 1871, this demonination erected a house of worship and a
congregation was organized.

Mount Top, an elevated point, located in the extreme western
part of the township, near the border of Washington, is a busi-
ness center for the surrounding country. In the year 1849, Jacob
Gensler began storekeeping, which he continued for several years,
and then moved to the state of Michigan. He was succeeded by
Michael Shafer, J. Myers and Hezekiah Lau. In 1861, while J.
C. Bower was conducting a store here, he applied for and secured
a postoffice. It was then that the locality received the name of
“Mount Top.” In 1864, Michael Anthony became the postmaster

and proprietor of the store. He was succeeded by his son, C. C.
Anthony.

WARRINGTON MEETING HOUSE

A short distance west of Wellsville, near the center of War-
rington Township, stands the Friends’ Meeting House, one of the
landmarks of York County. The earliest Quakers settled in the
township in 1735. For the first few years, they worshipped with
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WARRINGTON MEETING HOUSE

the I'riends at Newberry, who were permitted to hold indulged
meetings as early as 1788. In 1745, a preparative meeting was
organized at Warrington and the same year a log building for a
house of worship was erected on a tract containing twenty-nine
acres and 156 perches. The tract of land was surveyed by Thomas
Cookson, deputy surveyor of the Province of Pennsylvania. The
land warrant cost the founders of the meeting, 2 pounds, 12 shil-
lings and 6 pence. Some of the members who contributed toward
the survey and the land were John Earl, Alexander Underwood,
Thomas Cox, Joseph Garretson, William Garretson, Christopher
Hussey, Hall Cox, Samuel Underwood, Thomas Cook, Richard
Wickersham, William Underwood and Peter Cook. The tract of
land surrounding the meeting house cost 9 pounds, 12 shillings
and 9 pence. The log meeting house was replaced by a stone
building in 1769, about 100 yards to the northwest. The Warring-
ton Meeting, before 1800, had a large membership. In order to
accommodate the Quarterly Meeting in 1872, it was found nec-
essary to enlarge the building to twice its original size. It was in
that year that the building now standing was completed.

After 1782, three were two apartments to the meeting house.
One of these was used for the men’s meetings, and the other for
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the women’s meetings, in accordance with the custom in all the
meetings in the eastern part of Pennsylvania.

~ For a century the care of this meeting place and the land sur-
rounding were in charge of members of the Walker family. Ben-
jamin Walker, a prominent Quaker, whose diary is still in exist-
ence, came to Warrington from Chester County in 1762. He pur-
chased a large tract of land adjoining the meeting house ground.
He superintended the erection of the addition to the meeting house
in 1782. He was succceded by his son John Walker, who had
charge of the meeting house and graveyard until 1854, when John
Walker, son of John, continued the work until 1885. He died in
1904, at the age of 89 years. Benjamin I'. Walker, late of York,
was his son, and to him the meeting house and the beautiful grove
surrounding, had many hallowed associations.

Among the early preachers at the Warrington Meeting was
Zephaniah Underwood, who also taught the school in the adjoin-
ing building. Jesse Kersey was one of the most noted preachers
of the Quaker faith in America. He was born in York in 1768,
and for many years was the preacher for the Warrington Monthly
and Quarterly Meetings. Another preacher of great ability, during
the early part of the nineteenth century, was Marian Gover, who
resided in London County, Virginia. She frequently preached at
the Warrington Meeting to immense audiences, when hundreds of
persons could not gain admission to the meeting house.

William Steer of Virginia, an elequent speaker, was frequently
present at the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings. He was also a
popular preacher. Cyrus Griest and his brother were regular
speakers at the meeting for many years. Edith Griest, about 1830
and later, was one of the regular speakers and was succeeded by
Lydia Marsh Walker, wife of John Walker, the son of Benjamin,

The adjoining cemetery was a burying ground for Quakers and
other people from Warrington as early as 1760. It is now one of
the largest cemeteries in York County, and by successive enlarge-
ments, covers an area of nearly eight acres.

About three hundred yards to the northwest of the meeting
the largest cemeteries in York County, and by five successive en-
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called by the Rev. James Harkey, in 1848, when it was agreed to
build a church. A building committee was chosen which was com~
posed of D. Hobaugh, T. T. Gardner, W. Bushy, and J. Draw-
baugh. Mr. Gardner donated the Lutheran congregation one acre
of ground to build the church. The work of building began in the
summer of 1849. The cornerstone was laid September 29, 1849, by
Rev. James Harkey, assisted by Revs, Keller and S. Harkey, and
was dedicated in the winter of the same year. The following min-
isters have served as regular pastors: Revs. James Harkey, J. P.
Focht, A. Finfrock, Daniel Sell, J. K. Dasher, H. Seifert, J. F.
Dietrich, E. Minter, A. Stumip, A. B. Erhard, H. P. Wiles and
Smith. Rev. George H. Eveler is the present pastor.

The Reformed Church near Rossville was built in 1869, at a
cost of $1,600. James Comfort and John Spangler were the build-
ing committee. The preachers who officiated here since 1869 have
been Aaron Spangler, Aaron Leisse, A. Wanner, D. D. G. H.
Derr. Rev. H. A, Althouse was the pastor in 1907.

Salem United Evangelical Church. As early as 1820, religious
services of this denomination were held in Warrington in private
houses and in a schoolhouse. This church was built in 1849. The
building committee was H. Bierbower, J. M. Ettinger, E. Boring,
George Glatfelter and M. Lentz. The congregation was then in the
Gettysburg Circuit. In 1861 the circuit was divided and the Cone-
wago Circuit formed. In 1872, the name was changed to Lewis-
berry Circuit and later to Wellsville Circuit. Rev. Ralph Smith
was pastor in 1907.

Blue Ridge Bethal at Alpine was built in 1856 by the Evangeli-
cal Association. Services were first held in a schoolhouse for twen-
ty years before the church was built. The church lot was surveyed
by “Sammy Fetrow, the doctor, lawyer and surveyor,” as he was
called. The building cost $1,000, and was dedicated by Rev. Adam
Ettinger. The building committee was William Ramsey, Daniel
Shetter, and Ezekiel Boring. The church belongs to the Wellsville
Circuit.

Mt. Airy United Evangelical Church was built in 1883. About
1868 a class was formed in the vicinity, a schoolhouse purchased
and first used as a place of worship. The building committee of
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this church were Rev. L. Dise, pastor, C. Bushey, John Ferrance,
John Miller and Morris Smith. The church stands on elevated
ground. Fortney postoffice was established here in 1882. A store
was kept at this place by Daniel Bierbower for many years.

~ Religious services were held under the auspices of the Church
“of God in Warrington as early as 1855, and conducted as stated
times by ministers who served as supplies until April 1, 1884,
when Frank L. Bardens became the regular pastor. The church
owned by the congregation was built through the energies of El-
der R. E. Reever, at a cost of $1,000, and dedicated May 21, 1883.
Elder G. W. Secilhamer preached the dedicatory sermon.

Mt. Zion Church of the United Brethren in Christ was built
about 1850. It is now in York Springs Circuit, and the pastor re-
sides at Franklintown.

LORENZO DOW

Rehoboth Meeting House was a place for religious worship and
for school purposes, situated in the eastern part of Warrington. It
accidentally caught fire in 1835, and burned, and was never after
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rebuilt. It was nsed by the Methodists. During the winter of 1829-
30, Daniel M. Ettinger, the well-known surveyor and citizen of
York, was teaching school in this building when the erratic yet
world-renouned evangelist, Lorenza Dow, visited Warrington and
preached to a large audience. His text was “The End Of All
Things Is At Hand.” This visit of Dow’s was made soon after his
return from England, when five shillings were paid in that coun-
try to hear him preach or lecture. The next evening, he preached
at Lewisberry.

SCHOOLS

Warrington was one of the early townships to accept the com-
mon school system, established by act of legislature in 1834. The
township has always fostered and encouraged a healthy educa-
tional spirit. There are in all ten schools in this district, with the
following names:: Big Rock, Ziegler’s, Wellsville, Mt. Zion, Fl-
cock’s, Alpine, Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Airy, Rossville and Maytown.

CONFEDERATE INVASION

Three brigades of Confederate cavalry, commanded by Gen-
eral J. E. B. Stuart, entered Warrington Township on the morn-
ing of July 1, 1863. Stuart had with him six thousand men in three
brigades, commanded respectively by Wade Hampton of South
Carolina, Fitzhugh Lee and John R. Chamblis of Virginia. On
the day before, these Confederates had engaged in a hard fought
contest with Kilpatrick’s Division of Union cavalry at Hanover.
After Stuart was defeated in that town, he went through Codorus
Township to Jefferson, from thence to Hanover Junction, north-
ward through Manchester and Dover townships, moving all night
and stopping at Dover for breakfast. A complete account of the
local incidents of this famous march appears in the history of the
boroughs and townships named above. After Stuart left Dover
he moved northward to the point where the State Road branches
off to the left toward Emig’'s Mill. The brigades under General
Fitzhugh Lee and General John R. Chamblis took this road in the
movement toward Dillsburg and Carlisle. Stuart proceeded with
the brigade of General Wade Hampton, whe was guarding the
train of 125 wogons, which had been captured along the Potomac
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A PAINTED BARN

River near Washington several days before. He proceeded acrﬁ_)lslse
the Conewago at the slone bridge and pass?d. thr'o\ugh R}(isswiti“
where some men stopped and obtained provisions from (’; etcthe
zens. The long train of wagons moved slowly and balte 1a e
farm of the late Jacob Moore to feed their horses and r.nuhesd athe
eat their dinners of hard tack and roast beef. They unhitche :
horses and mules from the wagons and let them eat the girlan;
which was poured on the ground. These mounted men, 3.s.W((z1 ZS
as the teamsters, had marched all night and were very tlreﬂ.lem—
soon as they had eaten their dinners, most of them tl’lrew e
selves on the ground and fell asleep. After an hour’s .re::i ,men
bugle sounded for them to take up tl-le march. The tll‘: e
mounted their horses, the teamsters hitched the horses to

wagons and the whole column and their wagon train moved on

toward Dillsburg.

The brigades under Lee and Chamblis entered Warrington over

ig’ i d Wellsville.
Fmig’s Mill, and marched towar
e B o e . ,of the road, the brigade under

; ks
When they reached the for : :
Chamblis continued on the State Road and Lee’s brigade pas;ei
on through Wellsville. It was about noon when Le(.a reached t ah
village. His troops were nearly all Virginia soldiers. Althoug
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they were tired and worn out from the long march, these veterans
of many battles were in a cheerful mood. They started up a war
song, and sang it as they rode through town. A few of the men
dismounted and entered the store then conducted by Abraham and
Jobn E. Wells, owners of the whip factory. They took a few
articles, paid for them in Confederate paper money, and then
joined the moving column of mounted men. It required two hours
or more for the entire brigade to pass through the town. The
three brigades came together near Dillsburg and halted for the

night of July 1, on a level plain, between Dillsburg and Beaver-
town.

EXCITING INCIDENTS

There were several incidents of the movement through War-
rington Township of special interest. Soon after Chamblis had
passed the bridge at Emig’'s Mill a Confederate soldier rode to
the rear of his brigade. He had caught sight of a fine horse, owned
by Solomon Bushey, a farmer of Warrington Township. His com-
rades were a mile or more ahead of himi when he captured the
horse. Three mounted soldiers, belonging to Kilpatrick’s command,
were on the opposite side of the Conewago. They had been sent
out from East Berlin, to watch the movement of the Confederate
cavalry and report to their commander. They caught sight of the
Confederate soldier, and determined to recapture the Bushey
horse. Dashing rapidly through the bridge, one of these men as-
cended the hill on a gallop. He came within fifty yards of the
Confederate, just as the latter was crossing Doe Run, at the farm
of Richard Young. Pointing his carbine, “Surrender,” he said. But
the Virginia cavalryman decided to gallop away, and the Union
soldier levelled his carbine and fired two or three shots at his
enemy. The Southern soldier placed his finger upon the trigger of
his carbine, but after looking around to see how far away his an-
tagonist was, put the spurs to his hourse and escaped uninjured
and soon joined his brigade.

A few of the soldiers of Hampton’s brigade lingered behind at
Rossville. They demanded from the citiens the best provisions
their larder afforded. Before they had eaten their beautiful din-
ners, one of the men on the street saw half a dozen Federal sol-
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THE PATTON

diers riding up toward the village. These men belonged to Kilpat-
rick’s cavalry and had been sent out by their commanding officer
on a scouting expedition, to see in what direction the enemy was
going. Soon as the Confederate soldicrs saw the approach of the
Union men, they mounted their horses to join their brigade. The
Union soldiers followed them and shots were exchanged, just as
the Southerners were leaving the village. None of these shots took
effect.

Just as the Confederate advance had reached Rossville, Ser-
geant John M. Griffith was returning to his home in that village.
He was a member of Company H, Eighty-Seventh Regiment,
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and had been slightly wounded near
Winchester about two weeks before. He was not dressed in mili-
tary uniform, but the Southern soldiers believed that he had been
in the Union Army and demanded that he should accompany them.
They made him go with them to Dillsburg, to Carlisle, and even
to Gettysburg, which they reached in the evening of the next day.

Many fine horses were captured in Warrington Township by
these Confederate raiders. Most of the farmers had taken their
horses across the Susquehanna, but some had concealed them in
the dense thickets at the base of Round Top. When Stuart and
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his men halted at the noon hour at the Moore farm in Warring-
ton, a squad of mounted men were sent over to Round Top. In the
language of an old citizen, they made a big “haul,” for they cap-
tured a large number of fine animals which they took with them on
their march to Gettysburg, where some of these Warrington horses
fell with their riders on the third day of the great battle.

INTERESTING FACTS

Among the first immigrants to Warrington was William Grif-
fith, who took up land now owned by his descendents above Ross-
ville. Another immigrant at the same time in 1736 obtained a war-
rant for the adjoining farm, formerly owned by Frank Elcock;
a third immigrant located on land near the Conewago. They came
from New Castle, Delaware.

DETTER’S MILL BRIDGE

James Lenox, the first surveyor of this section, was an English-
man, and owned large tracts of land which he disposed of to new
settlers as they arrvived.

Tradition says the first Quaker settlers of this township crossed
the Susquehanna at Wright's Ferry, obtained permits for the
land, passed across the county, here and there meeting an occa-
sional settler. They came either on foot or on pack-horses, camped
out, had with them rifles, and a few agricultural implements. They
built cabins, cleared small tracts of land, sowed grain, went back
to their former homes to relate their adventures and prepare to re-
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turn the next summer, to reap the first harvest, some of them
bringing with them young wives to share their experiences of
backwoods life among the Indians who were their neighbors.

William Griffith, great-grandmother of the late James Griffith
of Warrington, died in the township at the age of one-hundred and
five years, and his remains are interred in the Friend’s burying
ground. He came to America with William Penn. He often re-
lated the following interesting incident to his descendants:

In 1736 and later, a party of Indians were neighbors to the
early settlers about the site of Rossville. Among those who had
their wigwams near the Ross Tannery was an old Indian. One
day Griffith and his comrades saw the young Indians build a large
fire and they went to inquire for what purpose, as they were on

THE MAYTOWN SCHOOL

friendly terms with them. They were horrified with the response,
saying, “Burn old man, no hunt, no fish, only eat, no longer good
Indian.” The kindly intervention of the friendly whites caused

them to desist from their cruel custom of burning the aged and
infirm, which was not uncommon among our aborigines,

Many Indian darts and spears made of native blue stone or
quartz have been found in this locality.
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A number of Indian arrow heads, spear points and hatchets, all
of stone, have been found on the farm of the late Levi Spangler,
along the Warrington side of the Conewago, below the stone
bridge. On both sides of the stream here, from Emig’s Mill to
Kunkel’s Mill, is the fertile Conewago valley, containing many
beautiful and level tracts on which the Indians frequently en- -
camped, and pursued their vocation of hunting and fishing.

William Griffith, son of the immigrant, was once lost in a dense
woods surrounding Round Top Mountain, remained out over night,
and died from the results of exposure and excitement. His son,
Abraham Griffith, could read and shoot squirrels at the age of
ninety-five years, and died aged ninety-six.

The property near the foot of Round Top was once in the pos-
session of General Henry Miller, of Revolutionary fame. For half
a century or more it was the site of one of the old-time taverns, in
which was introduced a “Franklin” stove, built in the fireplace,
one of the first in this section. Frederick Watt, father of the late
Judge Watt, of Carlisle, once owned it.

James Mitchell, one of the early congressmen who represented
York County, lived in Warrington on the State Road, six miles
southeast of Dillsburg. He interested bhis neighbors by bringing
home souvenirs from Washington. David Cadwallader, of War-
rington, his nephew, received the cane used by him when a rep-
resentative in Congress.

By an act of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania in 1784,
the Conewago Creek was was made a public highway as far ap
the stream as Emig’s Mills.

Street Hill is a singular geological formation of dolerite, ex-
tending northeast and southwest in Warrington, a short distance
north of the Conewago. The name was used as early as 1748 by a
surveyor, who located a road across it toward York. It is now
locally known as “Straight Hill.

A level course of two miles in length in the east end of War-
rington, on the road leading from the Newberry Iriends’ Meeting
House to the Warrington Meeting House, for a century or more
has been called the “Quaker Race Ground.” The young members

21



A BRICK END BARN

of the Society on the way back and forth from attending their

monthly meetings used this inviting place to try the speed of their
horses.

On the Hobaugh farm in Warrington exists a singular geologi-
cal feature of great interest, familiarly known in the vicinity as
“Ship Rocks.” They are dolerite rocks, about twelve in number,
some of them of immense proportions. The largest ones bear a
striking resemblance to a sailing vessel, from which characteristic
the name originated. One of them, forty feet long, ten feet high
and eight feet thick, lies beside a near neighbor of similiar dimen-
sions, from which it was evidently separated by a convulsion of
nature during a remote period of the world’s history. This cluster
of surface rocks covers an area of half an acre,

Portions of the wooded tracts in the eastern part of Warring-
ton are nearly covered with boulders,

Fine specimens of copper have been found in Warrington, but
not as yet in sufficient amounts to be mined.

The cultivation of strawberries has become a profitable business
in the eastern part of Warrington. In 1884 F. S, Myers raised
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4,000 boxes on two acres, and 2,000 boxes of raspberries on the
same number of acres. Frederick Myers raised 6,500 boxes of
strawberries the same year, and Benjamin Bailletts, 5,000. Jere-
miah Boring, a short distance east in Newberry Township raised
8,000 boxes of strawberries in 1884. The number of 4,000 boxes
of berries to the acre can be raised in a good season. In recent
years, the berry industry has declined in this district, Tempest
Seiffert, Elwood Myers and Emanual Myers have continued the
business with success.

A court record ordered the building of a wooden bridge over
the Conewago Creek on the road from York to Carlisle in 1875.
The old stone bridge there was built between 1811 and 1814. It
cost $4,000. The contractor, tradition says, found he was going
to lose money, hence he secured all the labor and material he could
on credit. When the bridge was completed, he disappeared with
the money received from the county authorities and did not pay
his employees or creditors.

A roof on the house of Levi Spangler near the bridge was in
good condition after eighty years of use. It was placed on the
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HIBERNIA

house in 1822. The shingles then cost $5 per 1,000, and board {7
per 1,000 feet. The same year occurred the great drought, when
the Conewago was without water, and turnips were raised in its
bed near the bridge.

The wooden bridge over the Conewago Creek at Kunkle’s Mill,
at the northeast end of the township, did not yield its position in
the flood of 1884. It rested on two stone abutments, one a either
end, and at a height of thirty feet above the water, crossed the
stream at a breadth of 100 yaxds.

A short distance cast of the base of Round Top, at a spot af-
fording a most enchanting landscape view far to the south and
west, on one quiet evening of June, 1866, immediately after a
thunder shower, was committed the foulest murder known to the
annals of York County. The Squibb family, grandfather, grand-
mother and grandchild, each and all were the victims. There was
no one left to tell the sad tale of that dreadful homicide. The re-
mains were buried in one common grave in the southwest corner
adjoining the Friends’ Meeting House. A neat but unpretentious
headstone marks the spot.
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THE 1641 PLACE

According to the religious principles of the Society of Friends,
they were opposed to any kind of military display. John Black-
burn and John Pope, and many other early settlers of Warring-
ton, were temporarily suspended from meeting in 1758 for “ap-
paring in warlike manner, and going to fight the Indians,” during
the French and Indian War. The militia law which compelled
every voter between the ages of twenty-one and forty-five to mus-
ter regularly or pay a fine, was a cause of great annoyance to the
ardent followers of the religion of the great founder of Pennsyl-
vania.

The militia muster grounds were at Rossville. Joseph Wright
and John Koch were captains of two of these companies.

The “Warrington Rangers” was a volunteer company, started
in 1829, commanded at different times by Captains Black, Baily,
Fames Guiffith, Lesley Porter and Martin. It existed for many
years.

Hugh Morthland of Warrington, a soldier of the One-Hundred
and Fifty-Second Penunsylvania Regiment, was accidentally killed
at Fortress Monroe in 1885, while firing a salute in honor of the
fall of Richmond.

John C. Nesbit, who resided near Rossville, was widely known
as a mathematician, H. C. Brenneman, who was born at Wellsville,
served for a period of six years as county superintendent of the
schools. David H. Gardner, who was born at Rossville, filled the
same office for a period of twelve years.
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