
Gifford Pinchot State Park Is 1a•L·iving Memorial to 
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by Sandra Weber 

Gifford Pinchot with his parents, Mary and James Pinchot, at the family estate, Grey Towers, in Milford, Pike 
County. The Prochot family donated the estate and 102 acres of land to th,e U.S. Forest Service in 1963. 

l'l,oto wurle.iJ of USDA Fores/ Sen,ice, GreJ' Tuwers, N.H.L., Mifji-irrl Pu. 
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''Re woods are the people's 
playground, 
and were 

intended by Nature to be such," 
Gifford Pinchot, Pennsylvania's 
commissioner of forestry, said in 
1920. "Why else were they filled 
with lhe shaded vistas, the 
sparkling streams, the bubbling 
:;prings, the placid lakes? ... 
Here are to be found quiet, rest, 
clean pleasure, and health 
renewed." 

Tucked away in the hills of 
northern York County between 
the metropolitan areas of 
Harrisburg and York arc 2,33H 
acres of quiet meadows, sodden 
wetlands and shaded woods. 
Groves of red cedar, hickory 
and red and white oaks popu­
late the playground called the 
Giff orcl Pinchot State Park. The 
trees, which are in various 
st.ages of returning to mature 

Gifford Pinchot and his wife, Cmnelia :3ryce, enjoy campfire coffee at 
Grey Towers. Pinchot's love of nature and the outdoors began as a small 
boy while camping, fishing and hunting at the family's country estate in 
Pike County. 
Photo court,.ry of USDA Forest Seroicc, Grry Towers, NHL., Milford, Pa. 

forests, are a befitting scene for 
a park named to honor the first 
professional forester in America. 

But as Pinchot himself would 
have wanted, this public park 
contains more than just trees. 
"While lhe forest is growing 
lumber, it is also furnishing for 
the people who live in the cities 
and towns the refuge that 
attracts them when play time 
comes," he said. "Our duty in 
protecting forests is not con­
fined, therefore, to the growth of 
lumber and wood. Pennsylvania 
has playgrounds, and the possi­
bilities of playgrounds, second 
to no other state." 

Pi11chot would be proud tu 
know that the park named in his 

honor is one of those first-rate 
Pennsylvania playgmunds. On 
the park's 340-acre lake, sail­
boats, canoes, pontoons, and 
electrically powered motorboals 
travel about the open water. 
While anglers cast for bass or 
muskellunge, swimmers cool off 
in the lake or lounge on sandy 
beaches. Throughout the park, 
visitors enjoy camping, horse­
back riding, bicycling and hunt­
ing and trapping. 

Eighteen miles of paths offer 
a variety of trails for hikers and 
nature enthusiasts, from the 
Alpine Trail, an easy haJf-mile 
walk along a wide, flat gravel 
surface, to the Pi.nchot Trail, a 
l A-mile hike that connects wilh 
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Visitors to Gifford Pinchot 
State Park walk along one of 
the many trails. 
Photo /Jy Sandra Weber. 

the 200-mile Mason-Dixon 
Trail running through the 
park. 

More Lhan a perfect place 
to spend a Sunday afternoon, 
Gifford Pinchot State Park is 
a suitable memorial to 
Gifford Pinahot:, a Lwo-terro 
governor of Pennsylvania, ao 
advocale of the people, a 
forester, a fisherman, a hunter 
and an all-around outdoors 

"' ifford Pi,nchot (1~-1~ 

;~ -~.::i,~ -~ ~· ., .~: :. -· \ - ,,. 
, ~- -· 

Gifford Pinchot wa." a notecl' .. , •· ing of repre$Cll_latives f-l'.om the 
American forestry expert, con- United States, Mexico and Canad11. 

scrvationist and public official. After 
grndll8ting from Yale University in 
1889, he studied forestry in several 
European counlJies. He demonstrat­
ed the fir.It example of practical for­
esl anu1agt"men1 on-a large scale in 
the Uniled Stales at George 
Vanderbilt's mllmore es1ate in 
North Carolina. ·=;. 

In 1898, Pinchot hecame chief 
of..th.e Division of Fore91ry in the _ 
U.S. Department or'AgricuJture 
urrder President Tt-ddy Robsevelt. 
In 1905, the divi.'lion was reoamed 
the Forest Service and was given 
control of the nallonal forest 
reserves. Uridcr lhe reign of Pinchot, 
more ihan I f0 million aoces of 
national forest came under scientific 
land_ mamgcment 

In 1008, he brought cl'.!nserva­
lion lo the attention of L11e pnblic by 
organizing, and 'largely fmancing, 
the Governors' Conference on • 
Conservation. The following year, 
he chaired lhe North American 
Cunservation Couference, n gather-
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Pinchor served as 
Pennsylvania's _commissioner of 
forestry from 1920 to 1922. As gov­
ernor of PennsylvaoiaTrom '1923 to 
1927, Jie wa., instrumental in settling 
a strike thaL had p:u-alyzed lht- state's 
anthracite coal mines. Durip~ his 
second term as governor.from 1931 
to 1935, he set np work camp; that 
became mod.ds for the CiviJian- , , 
Conservation Corps. 

From 1903 to 1936, Pinchot 
served ns a professor of forestry ot 
UJe Pinchol Scnool of Forestry, 
whicl1 he helped found al Yale 
University. His writings inclnde 
Primer of Forestry ( 1899), Tiu F,g/11 for 
Ctmservation (1909) and Breaking Nrui 
Ground ( 194 7). 

In 1963, L11e Pincl1ol fa.i:nily· 
donated I.be family estate, Grey 
Towel'S, and 102 acres of grounds in 
Milford, Pike County, to Lhe U.S. 
Forest Senrice. After underg-oing 
major restoration, the house and 

grounds reopened to the public in 
September 2001. ■ 

enlbusiast. 
"Al, a boy it was my fim1 

intention to be a naturalist," 
Pinchot wrote in his autobiogra­
phy. He recalls camping, fishing 
and hunting at his family's coun­
try estate, Grey Towe rs, in 
Milford, Pike County. He car­
ried this early love of nature and 
outdoor recreation with him 
throughout his life. As the son of 
wealthy parents, young PinchoL 
could have idled away his hours 
in leisure, but instead he chose 
to share his money, his love of 
nature and his fervent intellect 
through the study of forestry. 

Pincbot succeeded in forestry 
and politics because he did not 
simply sit at a desk and give 
orders. He liked to work "in the 
field," and some of his first work 
was spent exploring white pioe 
in Pennsylvania. He also rode 
mules through the Great ,Smoky 
Mountains, camped out at the 
Grand Canyon withJohn Muir, 
the founder of the Sien-a Club, 
and shot a bighorn ram in the 
northern Rockies. During the 
Blizzard of 1899, Pinchot snow­
shoed and crawled to the sam­
mit of Mount Marcy, the tallest 
mountain in New York state. 

When YaJe Forestry School 
students came to Milford for the 
summer, their professor Gifford 
Pinchot would sit by a bonfire 
with them and discuss forestry. 
In Washington, where he was 
part of Teddy Roosevelt's so­
calJed "Tennis Cabinet,n 
Pinchot would join the president 
on afternoon walks along Rock 
Creek, taking frequent breaks 
from their discussion to scram­
ble up cliffs and swim in ice-
cold water. While riding a horse 
in Rock Creek Park one day in 
1907, Pinchol came to a realiza­
tion that the problem!) of flood 
control, fish and game, coal 
mining, forestiy, stream naviga· 
tion and the use of other natural 



re.sources could be addressed 
under a policy of "conserva­
tion." 

In his definition of conserva­
tion, Pinchot said that resources 
should be used in a way that 
resulted in "the greatest good 
for the greatest number in the 
long run." Instead of hoarding . 
resources through "preserva·· 
tion," as advocated by naturalist 
John Muir and others, Pinchot 
believed the earth and its 
resomces should be used wisely. 
In regards to forestry, he said, 
"The job was not to stop the ax, 
bot to regulate it'l use." He 
thought the cutting of forests 
should be scientifically managed 
to provide profits and jobs today 
while protecting the resources of 
tomorrow. 

Pinchot fought endlessly for 
his vision of conservation at a 
time when the forests in 
America were being clear-cut. 
debris was heaped tens of feet 
high, and nothing was replant­
ed. (His own father had made 
part of his wealth from lumber­
ing in eastern Pennsylvania.) In 
hopes of changing the wasteful 
practices of lumbering, Pinchot 
began exploring forestry prac­
tices at the family home in 
Milford. He studied with the 
best foresters in Enrope and 
eventually became the Hrst pro­
fessional forester in America, 
hoping to prove that forestlands 
could both produce timber for 
harvest and remain forest for 
futtITe generations. 

Soon, his ally President 
Theodore Roosevelt appointed 
him chief forester of the rede­
fined United States Forest 
Service and put the national 
forests under his charge. 
Roosevelt later said of Pinc hot: 
"Taking into account the varied 
nature of the work he did, ... 
his tireles~ energy and activity, 
his fearlessness, his complete 

r· 

Gifford' Pinchot fly fishing in Sawldll.Cxeek in fie County, Pinchot 
believed the woods were the people's playground. ''W\iY else were they 
filled w4h. the shaded vistas, the sparlding streams, the bubbling spnngs, 
the placid la.lees?" he said in 1920 when he was Pennsylvania's commis­
sioner of forestry. ''Here are to be found quiet, rest, clean pleasure, and 
health renewed." 
Plrato rourttsy of USDA Forest Sr.nlice, Grtry Towers, NHL., Milfiml, Pa. 

disinter~stedness, his 
single-minded devotion 
to the interests of the 
plain people, and his 
extraordinary efficien­
cy, I believe it is but 
just to say that among 
the many, many public 
officials who under my 
adm:in:istralion ren­
dered invaluable ser .. 
vice to the people of 
the United States, he, 
on the whole, stood 
first." 

But Pinchot's single­
mindedness and fear­
lessness sometimes 
made him enemies, as 
even his friend 
Roosevelt called him "a 
fanatic, with an element 
of hardness and nar­
rowness in his tempera­
ment, and an extrem­
ist." 

Gilford Pinchot enjoyed hunting, fishing and 
any activity that involved the outdoors. At 
the state park named to honor him in York 
County, visitors may boat., fish, swim, ride 
horses and bicycles, camp, hunt and trap. 
f'/1010 wurlesy of USDA Forest Sm;icc, Grry Towrrs, N.liL., 
lvliljiml. Pa. 
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Gov. Gifrord Pincbot .rides in a 1925 parade. Pinchot served two tenns as 
governor of Pennsylvania. Uwing 1he Great Depression, he instituted. a 
state road progtam designed to put m~n to woi:k and to help "get the 
farmer out of the mud."-The resulting paved counhy roads are the best~ 
remembered legacy of his admin,istration. 
Photo crmrnsy of USDA Forest Service, Grey -Tr!wm, NHL, Milford, J>a. 

Shortly aft~r William Howard 
Taft became president, Pinchot 
was 'fired. He returned home to 
Pennsylvania and entered poli­
tics, losing the race for the U.S. 
Senate twice. In 1920, be 
became Pennsylvania's commis­
sioner of forestry and d·e.l:ive_red 
a popul'anpee_ch~ in which he 
began witli. .the had news about 
Penn's Woods: "The one word 
which propedy describes the 
facts surrounding the forest and 
lumber situation in 
Pennsylvania is 'bare."' Pinchot 
said that because of wasteful 
lumbering, fire and neglect, five 
million acres that used to be 
covered with lush forests now 
produced little or nothing, cost­
ing the state $ l 00 million. 
"Pennsylvania's duty is to stop 
devastation," he declared. 

To help restore Penn's 
Woods, Pinchot encouraged 
every Pennsylvanian to practice 
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wise 1:ISe of the forests. He point­
ed ont that 99 percent of the for­
est fires in Pennsylvania were 
preventable, set by people to 
cover signs of trespass, to 
improve pasturage, to gather 
nuts, to improve the blackberry 
crop, to drive away snakes, to 
get a job fighting fire or to sim­
ply "see it burn." Pinchot urged 
the state to "build more tire low­
ers, put up more telephone 
lines, buy more tools, lay out 
more trails, and do whatever 
else is necessary to maintain the 
fire protective force at the top 
notch of efficiency.» 

Pincbot recognized the mate­
rialistic side to forest protection 
as well. "When our forest lands 
are restored as they should be, 
and as they are going to be,'' he 
said, "when good roads traverse 
them, and aII their beauties and 
their uses are brought oul, they 
will afford a resort country 

eclipsing in beauty, accessibility, 
and comfort all other resor t sys· 
terns in America." With only 
one state park then in existence 
in Pennsylvania, Pinchot imme­
diately organized a committee 
to study 15 possible sites for 
state parks. 

With goodwill, noted work 
with the state's fo:rest.s and a 
maniage to political activist 
Cornelia Bryce on his side, 
Pinchot made a successful bid 
for governo:r and served the 
commonwealth in that position 
from 192.3 to 1927 and again 
from 1931 to 1935. 

During the Great Depression, 
Gov. P.inchot instituted a state 
road program designed to put 
men to wock artd .to help "get 
the farmer out of the mud." The 
resulting paved conntry roads, 
which enabled the farmer to 
take his produce to market, are 
the best-remembered legacy of 
Pinchol's administration. The 
first "Pinchot Road" was built in 
northern York County, and 
today that road, now called PA 
177, passes through the Gifford 
Pinchot State Park. 

Pinchot died froT-D leukemia 
in 1946 at ·the age of 81. A few 
years later, his plan to establish 
a network of state parks across 
Pennsylvania became a reality 
when a law was passed that 
required rents and royalties 
from oil and gas leases of com• 
monwealth land be placed in a 
fund to be used for conserva­
tion, 1-ecreation, dams and flood 
control. With criteria requiring 
that any park be located reason­
ably near a large population, 1::l 
sites were immediately targeted 
for park development. 

Gifford Pinchot State Park 
was the first Pennsylvania state 
park desig11ed to specifically 
seTVe a metropolitan area and 
thus make rural recreation easily 
accessible to a large group of 



people. At the gTOund-breaking 
ceremony in 1958, Gov. Georg·e 
Leader declared. "There is an 
element of human conservation, 
as well as the conservation of 
natural resources, in every state 
park. When we preserve our 
foresl, when we control floods, 
when we prevent soil erosion, 
we are doing these things not so 
much for their own sake as for 
the gre<lter end of making life 
happier, healthier and better for 
people . .. . No man ever 
believed this more than Gifford 
Pinchot." 

On May 26, 1961, Gov. 
David L. Lawrence and other 
state, county and local officials 
dedicated Gifford Pinchot State 
Park in a ribbon-cutting cere­
mony. As rain fell on them, the 
dignitaries attempted a damp 
and da.ugerous voyage, board­
ing a small boat and setting off 
for a short cruise on Pinchot 
Lake. With too many people on 
board, the boat began to sink 
and had to return to shore to 
unload a few passengers before 
embarking again. 

Despite its soggy start, the 
park has proven to be a well­
used playground for generations 
of Pennsylvanians and has 
served as a true living memorial 
to Pinchot and his passion for 
recreation and conservation . To 
honor a man, who would have 
only disdain for a stone statue 
or silent shrine as a memorial, 
the Gifford Pinchol State Park 
serves "the greatest good" and, 
thus, is an appropriate tribute to 
a remarkable Pennsylvania ont­
doorsman, forester and conser­
vationist. • 

Saudra Weber is a freF.!r1.11u writa re.1idi11g i 11 

Lamtlalc, Montgomtry Cou1lty. Size buamr. 
intemled i 11 l 'imJint while U'1itiug thf. book 
Vlnunt t'Vhtrcy: The High Peak ul Nrw 
York (Purple Mo111r({li11 Press, 2 ()()1 ). 
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