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Freakish Flcods

The Purapkin Ficod

Victorian-era York historian John
Gibson records 11 floods that
occurred along the Susquehanna
River between 1744 and 1884. The
fifth of these floods, which occurred
in 1786, Gibson recounts, became
known as "the great ‘pumpkin flood,'
by which, on low places along that
stream, immense quantities of
pumpkins were lodged that had
floated down with its current.

The Beaver Crecsk Flood oi 2826

Draining 17.5 square miles of northern
Warrington Township, Beaver Creek is a
small stream that flows into the
Conewago Creek near its intersection
with the Bull Road in Conewago
Township. The creek collects rainwater
channeled by 29 smaller tributaries that
run off the steep slopes surrounding
Blair Hili, Roundtop Mountain, Nell's Hill
and Ramsay Hill. Today, the central
valiey of Beaver Creek is flooded
beneath the water of Conewago Lake,
-the centerpiece of Gifford Pinchot
State Park.

One Sunday in the summer of 18286,
there was "a singular cloudburst" seen
from Dillsburg above the slopes of
Roundtop Mountain. According to
Gibson: "t was purely a local rain. Mr.
Griffith, who was standing one and a half
miles west of the mountain in the open
air, did not get wet. At this point the sun
was shining. The cloud was passing in a
southwest direction. The water rushed
down the sides of the mountain, tearing
deep gullies. The tannery of William Ross
[founder of Rossville] was taken away by
the high’water, and the leather
taken down with the dashing current.”

Quoting the testimony of Daniel M.

Ettinger of York, Gibson's account
continues: “Ho rain feil where | was.
When the cloud moved off, or rather
disappeared, a great rush of water came
down into seaver Creek.... On that
Sunday a refigious meeting was held
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near its banks... two miles from the
mountain.

During the meeting the flood came
rushing along the channel of the creek,
the first wave being about 7 feet high.
The cattle grazing near the creek were
overtaken and carried off. There was a
great consternation and confusion at
this meeting, on account of the flood.'

An old gentleman then living near the
Conewago Creek, some distance above
the mouth of Beaver Creek, observing
the water in the Conewago running up its
channel, reversing its course, concluded
the end of time had come. It is said that
he earnestly employed himself, the best
way he could, for the great change which

he thought was just at hand."

Sources: John Gibson, History of York County,
18885; Pz. DER Water Resources Eulletin No, 8,
Conewsgo Basin Siudy, 1273,
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